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eachi of tile blocks is abot thle samle, niamlely.
a little over three acres. At thle same time
this Bill provides for the closure of that
portion of the flovernment road frointimtr
Lot 127. in order that this, new approweli
may lhe nith. Lot 1:32 referred to wvill then
be exei--er from the Board's reserve and
handed liver to the U Iniversity, and that sec-
tion of the Government road fronting Lot
127. at present owned lby (hie University, will
be included in tile King's Park Board re-
serVe. When (lis necessary' exchange of
ground has been effected the construction of
a new drive and a new entrance to the park
will he a matter for tihe King's Park Board.
The proposed exchange has been considered
by both the Uiniv-ersity authorities and the
King s Park Board, and btoth are anxious
that it should he effeete I. I move-

That the Bill lie now read a second
6tie.
Question puit and passed.
Bfill read a second time.

is, Committee.
Bill passed throuil ('ornmiltee without

debate, reported without amendment, andi
the report adopited.

House adjourned at 8.34 pm.
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The SPEARER took the (hair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

P'AP"ERS PRESENTED.
By' tl e Sj eaker: Report of Auditor Gen-

eral for the year ended 310th June, 1916.
By the Premier: 1, Royal Commission on

lie A-giiul I Lra] Industry, interim report.
2, Returned Soldiers and Sailors' Settle-
mient Scheme.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws re-
lating to motor and vehicular traffic of
the munticipalities of Perth, Claremont, anti
Fremantle.

AD1)RESS-INr-REPLy-pR ESENTA-
TION.

Mr. SPE.AKER: I desire to inform the
House that f have to-day pres-ented the
Akddress-jn-repl 'v to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, and that I have received tile follow-

Mr. Speaker and lion, members of thie
Legislative Assembly: In the name and
on behalf of Hi,; Mocst Gracious Majesty
the King, I thank you for your address.
Signed, William Grey Ellison-Macartacy,
Governor.-
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.F E- ECTOR ALr-flLGARN.

Mr. SPEA-KER (4.35]: I have received
the following letter from the Attorney Gen-
eral-

To the Honourable George Taylor,
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.-t
beg to inform you that His Excellency
thle Governor has been pleased to appoint
Mr. Charles Arthur Hudson to one of the
principal eseeLitiVe offices of the Govern-
ment liable to be vacated on political
grounds, nkuely, Minister for Mines and
Railways, - lDated thie 27th day of July' ,
]917. R. T. Robinson, Attorney General.

QU ES'1ON--RilLWVAY CONSTRUC-
TION,\. ESPE1iANCE NORTHWARDS.

Mir, GREEN (without notice) asked tile
"Mlinister for Works: Are thle Government
prepared to resume thle construction of thle
Esperance Northwards railway within a
fortnighit of the furnishing of a favourable
report by the Royal Commission on Esper-
ance Lands, in accordance with thle promise
given hy thle Minister for Works to the
member for the district, Mr. Walker?

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: I should
prefer thle lion, member to give notice of
a question of thant nature. At all events.
he might have informed me privately this
morninge of his intention to ask the ques-
tion, which is one requiring considerable
thought before anl answer can he given.

Mr. OR.EEN: I give notice of my inteni-
tion to ask the question at the next sitting
of the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no desire to fence with thle question at all.
I have informed the lion, member of the
reason-i I1 have iii view.

QUESTION-PERTH TRAMWAYS.

New Powcer-house, a,,d Workers' Tickets.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, When
will the new power-house be in a position to
supply current at a lesser rate than is now
charged, and what additional rolling stock
for thle trains is, required, and when wil

saine be availale! 2, What -wis thle amount
of the loss incurred through the issue. of
workers' tram -tickets between 8 am. and
8.30 am.? 3, By what method did the di-
partmlent ascertain the loss?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The current
is costing more now than thle maximum
amount which can be charged to the Perth
Cityv Council. The amount charged to the
council does not cover the cost; in conse-
qluence,' the brarns. and Government supplies
anre chlarged at a higher rate to avoid loss.
The reduction iii the price of current can
oizl; be considered when the total output of
electric current approaches thle capacity for
which the plant was designed. It is esti-
mnated that 80 additional ears will be re-
rluired-the 10 bogie cars now uinder con-
struction should he in service by the middle
of October, and provision will be made on
the ]loan Estimates for a further 10 four-
wheel cars. Owing to the difficulty in ob-
taiining- material under the existing condi-
tions, it cannot bie stated when the latter
will be available. Furt 'her, extra shed ac-
comimodation will he required to house these
cars. 2, The loss is estimated at approxi-
inately £-6,000 per annum. 39, By compar-
ing the number of workers' tickets issued
(luring a given period between and after the
granting of the concession, plus cost of
r'unlnng the additionat cars, due allowance
being made for new traffic resulting from
the cheaper fares.

-Mr. Smith: In other words, thle Tram-
ways management are rep udiating their
promises.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, IMPROVE-
'MENT OF AGRICULTURAL LINES.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mbier: 1, What amount of money was ex-
pended by the Commissioner of Railways on
improving the standard of agicultural rail-
ways, such as ballasting, re-sleepering, and
generally strengthening permanent way, and
improving conveniences during the period
1907-1911, and for the period 1911-1915?
2, The names of railways on which such ext
penditure, was incurred?
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The PREMIER replied:

STANDARD AGRICULTURAL RAILWAYS-EXPEND-
ITURE ON IMPROVEMENTS,

Railway.

,Boyup.KoioautP.Kat2a.

"aIn9-RKukerin -

Greczshilla - Qualniding
Bruce Rock

Gooraalling - Daowerin
Merredln

Na~rrogin-WickeplflMer
redio

WVonnerup-JarraIhwood
NanaupToodyay-BGoarL:

Gornalllng - Wong&x
H Lla-l lawn

Tanabellup-Ongerup -

Upper Chapman -

Northsapton-Ajarta
Erookto-Cigu 

-Yillmrsing - Kndinir

2:-9 1. j 1012- 12

1804 128 21,13 183

- 423 a5 43,242 18,058
-2,738 2,619 2,864 5

* 501 540i 21
- . 4,726 280
-. 8A027 -1,071

1,020 10
- 72 -20

T;59 293 93,015 1089

* of this sjum £0900 wNas ub~sequently transferred to
Account in Fiinicial Year 1915-16.

*QUESTIO-N-ELECTORAL ACT.

Trous-Australinn Railway Workers.

Hon. ANT C. ANOWIN asked the At-
torney General: 1, Is there any provision
in the Electoral Act whereby regulations
could be made to enable persons who are
enrolled as electors on tile State roll and
domiciled in Wlestern Australia, but tem-
porarily absent, being employed on the na-
tional work, the construction of the trans-
Australian railway, which has now passed
the border line of the State, and who are
now in South Australian territory, to rote
at the forthcoming general election! 2, If
so, will the Government make such regaina-

-tions to give an opportunity to enable such
persons to rote in South Australian terri-
tory? 3, If not, will the Government intro-
duce a short Bill to enable such regulations
to be made, entitling such persons to voteI

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No. 2, There is no power to do so. 3,
Any facilities of such a nature should apply
to all individuals absent from the State on
business, and not to a section of the corn-
utnnity. It is impossible to take steps in
This direction.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY AND
PERTH TRAMWAYS.

MNr. -VERYARD asked the Premier: Is
it tile intention of the Government to carry
out the policy enunciated by the late Gov-
erment in relation to (a) the transfer of
the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage
Department to a board; (b) the transfer
of tile Perth tramway system to the Perth
City Council or a board9

The PREMIER replied: The Government
have not yet had an opportunity of con-
sidering tli~se important questions, but will
do so at anl early date.

QUESTION-OOLD-MINING INDUS-
TRY, TO ASSIST,

Mr. GREEN asked the Honorary Mlin-
ister (Hon. C. A. Hudson) : In view of the
steadily decreasing fall in tile gold yield of
this State, and in view of the Premier's an-
nouncement in his policy speech at Mfoora,
that the Government would concern *them-
selves with the revival of the mining indus-
try, will his Government, in pursuance of
that policy, take immiediate steps to inaugu-
rfate (a) deep boring in the vicinity of the
Grolden Mile, at tile north end of the field;
(b) immiediate reduction in the freight on
mining requisites to the gold fields, and so
place this induistry on a parity of treatment
withI agriculture, in the cheap carriage of
products (such as super) for the farming
industry?

The PREMIER, for the Honorary Mlin-
ister, replied: (a) The most careful atten-
tion will be given to the question of deep
boring in the vicinity of the Golden M-ile,
but no definite decision can be arrived at
inmmediately. (h) No reduction in freight
can be promised at the present time. if
anonmalics are found to exist, steps will be
taken to remedy them.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by thle PREMfIER, leave of

absence until the end of the present session
granted to the member for Gascoyne (Mfr.
Gilchrist), the member for Albany (Mr.
Price), the member for Subiaco. (Mr. B. J.
Stubbst 'the member for South Fremantle

170
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-(Mr. Bolton), the member for Claremont
(Mir. Wisdom), and the memnber for Collie
(Mr. A. A. Wilson) on the' pround that
they are on netive service in the Military
Forces of the Commonwealth.

On motion by the IMINISTER FOR
WORKS, leave of absence for two iveeks
granted to the member for Pilbara Z01 r.
Underwood) on tile ground of urgent pri-
A-ate business.

On motion by Mr. O'LOGHLEN, leave
of absence for two weeks granted to the
member for Kanowvna (Mr. Walker) on the
ground of urgent private business.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-

Moore) :I move without notice-
That for the remtainder of the sessi on,

the Standing Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through. all
stages in one day and Messages from the
Legislative Council to be taken into cont-
sideration ont the day on which they are
received.

In moving this motion I should inform
lion, members that it is done, not with
a view to restrict discussion in any way,
but simply to facilitate the passage of Bills.
We have certain measures on the Notice
Paper and the carrying of the motion will
enable the House to deal with them forth-
wvith instead of following the usual course.

Honl. P. Collier: They are all of great
national importance.

Thle PREMIER: I think hion. members
desire to close the session as early as pos-
sible.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) (4.47]: 1
do not propose to offer any opposition to
the motion. I take it we have arrived at
that stage in tile session when we expect
ever 'y (lay to close, and in order to facilitate
the passage of Bills fromt one House to the
other, it will be necessary' to suspend the
Standing Orders. But I should like the Pre-
mier to hgive uts some information as to when
he really A expects the session to close. In
resnect of this House, if there are no other
Bills to come down, the end of the session
is in sight, but I do not know what may be

going on in another place. I should like the
Premier to inform us as to when we are
likely to close.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.48): I am not going to oppose
the motion. However it is clear that thle ten-
dency is to elose Parliament with the inten-
tion of having the general elections early.
That is the common impression. If such is
tile ease it will be necessary to suspend the
Standing Orders for that purpose. But why
shoulid we be putting thle country to addi-
tional expense in having so many by-elec-
tions at the present time?

111r. Troy: That is all right.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not all right.,

for thle Treasurer tells us that hie wants all
thle monney he can get htold of. I merely rose
to call attention to what I consider a waste
of Public money in having all, these by-elec-
tions.

Thle Honorary' Minister (Hon. W. L.
Thomas): You can get over that by giving
uts a wvalk-over.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The lion, member
knows that it is not in my powver to give his
Party a walk-over. It depends entirely on
the electors in the district. However, if, as
somebody haes said, there are not going, to be
any furthe~r by-elections, I shall not say any
mlore.

Hon- W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
(4.50] : I do not wish to oppose the motion.

m antuever very enthusiastic about these
motions, hecause as a general rule when one
can see no reason for them, they are the
most loaded. Therefore, as I see no par-
ticular reason for this, it makes me a little
Suspicious that plossibly there is some very
good reason for it. Another thing, there.
is a tendency- at thle p~resent time To bark
discussion. We are not getting that criti-
cism and that expression of opinion on
important questions which we should have.
Already we have noticed that there has been
what we mizht call a hesitancy on the part
of Uinisters to express opinions. and con-
sequently, in face of thle silence of Ministers
on other subjects, a motion of this sort
makes one feel that we should not be too
hasty. Again, there is also in evidence a
move to p~revent the public in remote parts
of the ,State from getting a true account
of what Parliament is doing. For years
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and years past, copies of M1ansard have been
distributed in outlying districts. I myself
have distributed Ilansard in this way.
Every member is entitled to six copies, and
I claim that no one has a right to cancel the
distribution of Hansard, to interfere with
privileges that hon. members have enjoyed
in the past, except it be with the consent
of Parliament itself. I find that Mansard
is not being distributed. And not only that,
if any of one's constituents is sufficiently'
interested in any particular subject and is
not prepare(] to accept tIhe daily Press as
an altogether authentic source of infornia-
tion, if such a one desires to get the correct
attitude of members on this or that ques-
tion and asks for a coI)y of Hlansard, there
is none available. Only the other day I
had a request fromt some of my constituents
for a copy of Hansard. I made inquiries
and found that there was none available,
and so 1 had to send my own spare coI)y
along. I find that Ilansord has been re-
duced to that, and I w'ant to enter a protest.
I want Ministers to realise that there are
ait the outposts of the Slate men who take

akeen and active interest in the welfare
of their country. If we deny" to those meni
the right of having an occasional copy of
Mansard their position, from the political
point of view, wvill, have heeni rendered hope-
less, because they have no other means of
getting the authentic information. They
cannot he expected to seek their informa-
tion as to the attitude of members in the
columns of the Press, because we know that
that is the biassed source fromn which we
cannot expect to get the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth. However,
I trust that this desire on the part of Minis-
ters-

The Colonial Treasurer: Do not blame
Ministers, blame the Treasurer.

Tion. W. D. JOHNSON: Well, this de-
sire on the part of the Treasurer to reduce
expenditure-for goodness' sake do not
carry it to thle extent of closing down dis-
cussion or interfering with the distribution
of HTansard. People in the metropolitan
area are to some extent independent of Han-
sard, because they can come to the galleries,
but to the men in the outback parts Man-
sard should be open when those men take
sufficient interest in -political affairs to

approach members with a view to obtaining
a cop~y of Maonsard. Therefore 1 trust the
Treasurer will just reinstate the full dis-
tribution of Jianard. It means only a copy
or two extra.

The Colonial Treasurer: 1If you saw the
list you would not say it w~as only a copy or
two.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Still, I am
speaking of individual memibers, each of
whom gets six copiles. For this session let
us distribute those, and before the Treasurer
interferes next session-well, we might even
have a new Treasu 'rer who will take a dif-
ferent view of things.

MAir. TROY (M~t. Magnet) [4.53] : 1 only
intend to ask the Premier if lie proposes be-
fore closing the session to allow members an
Op~portuity (If discussing the motions of
which notice has been given?

The PREMI11ER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Mfoore) [4.55] : [n reply to the leader of
the Opposition as to when it is expected the
session will close, [ may say I am hopeful
of bringing the session to a close to-
morrow. However, this to a large extent
depends on hon. memhers. I have no desire
to prevent lion. members from discussing
whi-at is on the Notice Paper. It also de-
pends on the business in another place. A
motion similar to the one uinder discussion
will he moved in another place to-dayx, so
that members there -will he able to proceed
with their work more expeditiously than
the 'y would in the ordinary procedure. I am
hopeful that lion, members wilt fall in with
this view and that we shall be able to close
the session to-morrow. At the same time I
should like to inform hion. members that this
motion has not been introduced for any
other purpose than simply to assist hon.
members themselves. The Government have
no object in moving this motion except to
meet the convenience of the House. I am
sure lion. inembers are not desirous that they
should meet here for half an hour to-day,
half an hour to-morrow, and half an hour
the next day' simply in order to carry out
the ordinary procedure of the House. We
have just a few Bills of not very great im-
portance, non-controversial measures, on the
Notice Paper, and we should have the power
to put these Bills through immediately with-
out being- obliged to leave them open for a
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'y or two. This is the only object I had in
moving the motion. In reply to the mem-
ber for Mft. Magnet, I wish to say that every
opportunity will he given to lion. members
-to discuss the motions on the Notice Paper.

Mfr. Troy: And those of which notice
has been given this afternoon.

The PREMIER1: Certainly, every oppor-
tunity will be given lion, members to discuss
the motions already on the Notice Paper and
those given notice of to-day. At the same
time I ask hion. members not to give
notice of any more, bjecause I think there is
no need to put the country to the expense of
keeping Parliamnut open wvhen we have no
business to transact. Simply for that reason
I desire to bring the session to a close as
soon as possible.

Mr, SPEAKER: I have counted the
House, and I find there are 26 members
present.

Question put and passed.

BILL-SUPPLY (L2,226,000).
Returned from the Council without

,amendment.

0,

BILLS (2)-THIRn READING.
University Act Amendment Bill.

I.l~l TPramways Act Amenument

Bill.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-WAR COUNCIL, ACT
MEN T.

it Committee, etcetera.

Resumed from the 26th July;
man in the Chair; the Colonial Tr
,charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Amendment of Sect
Act No. 59 of 1915:

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the
before the Committee on a previou
objection was taken to paragrap
conferring wider powers than was
or necessary. I understand the
agrees to th striking out of para
as he has all the power he requires
3. I move an amnendment-

That paragraph (f) be struck

(91

The CHAIRMAN: It would be better to
vote against the clause.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported wvith an amendment, and the

report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Legislative Council.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH ACT AMNEND-
AlENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George-Murray-Wellington) [6.5]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a short measure to enable the Victoria Park
municipality to he amalgamated with the
City of Perth municipality. It also deals
with other municipalities and is of local im-
portance. It has been agreed to by the
bodies concerned. If further explanation is
needed I shall he happy to give it in Com-
mittee. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the 'Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3-agreed to.

AIMEND- Clause 4-Effect of union bn Victoria
Park Council:

Hon. AV. C. ANGWIN: There is a dif-

Mfr. Hot- ferent number of votes for the election of a
easurer in councillor than for the election of mayor,

what is the reason?

ion 3 of The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If there
xs an election for mayor for the city of

Bill was Perth, the Victoria Park roll wvill be added
s occasion to the City Council roll.
h (f), as H~on. W. C. ANOWIMT: On the 1st Sep-
intended, tember a new roll is always made.

Treasurer The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
~rnph (f) only for the interim; there must be a may-
in Clause oral roll.

Clause put and passed.
out. Clauses 5, 6, 7-agreed to.

173
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Clause 8-Power to unite other municip-
alities with the City of Perth:

Ron. P. COLLIER: This provision ap-
parently is made to avoid similar legislation
being introduced in the future. I under-
stand that provision wvill lie made by pro-
elation in the event of other municipali-
ties joining the City of Perth at a future
time.

The ATTOTREY GENERAL: This is
thle third Bill of the kind which we have
had. First there was the amalgamation of
Leederville, then North Perth, and now Vie-
toria. Park, and it is suggested that we
should make provision so that there will be
no need to introduce these small Bills in the
future.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The aiualgamation
can only take place by the consent of thle
ratepa yers, and then a proclamation will be
issued].

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause is worded, "May on a petition tinder
ile common seal of the City of Perth or of
any' other municipality." A petition is pre-
sented if it be the petition of a majority
of tile ratepayers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not sure as to
the necessity for the clause. Perhaps it
would lie better, in the interests of an '
municipality, that a Bill should be intro-
duced to bring about the amalgamation. and
then ample opportunity would be afforded
for all concerned of raising any objection
that may be deemed necessary. Under this
clause the ratepayers may wake up and find
themselves joined or associated with the City
of PerthI, whereas there may be some ob-
jection on the part of many of them, Why
is the Minister taking power to do some-
thing which it wa.s not found necessary to
take wvhen the former Bill was before us9

The Minister for Works: There has been
more experience since then. After taking
a pot shot it is found that something better
can be done.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 'We are taking a risk
of something being sprung upon the rate-
payers of some municipality without their
having an opp~ortunity of raising their
voices in protest.

The MINISTER FGR WORKS: I am
speaking of the experience of those by whom
the Act now in force was required. Having

made that first initial attempt at amalgamat-
ing, they find it is desirable to shorten the
process. I can see no danger in the clause.
The reason why it was put in the Bill, I
should say, is that the local authorities wrish
to avoid delay. It is just as well to give
municipalities an opportunity of doing
their work without too much stress. If,
however, the hon. member is nervous about
the clause the Government have no particu-
lar desire to retain it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I shall vote
against the clause. 12 here is no provision
here whereby the local authority is com-
pelled to take a poll of its ratepayers be-
fore a petition is presented. Before Parlia-
ment gives power to a local authority' to
decide whether it should unite with any
other body, there should be somc provision
whereby the ratepayers should have power
to say whether this should he done or not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
time ago, I. think after the passage of thle
last Act to ,Join in Leederville, thle muni-
cipal association approached me with a
view to having a clause of this sort placed
in the next Bill, to save the trouble of conm-
ing before the House on every occasion. I
was and still am opposed to thait for the
reasons given by the leader of the Oppo-
sition. It seems to me that there is not
suffcient protection in the mulnicijpal stat-
utes, conupled with this one, to the rate-
payers to prevent a municip~ality rushing
into this sort of thing- without proper eon-
sideration. It is one of those steps in muni-
cipal and Toads board life which, when
taken, it is practically impossible to remedy.
Freqiuently a number of ratepayers, with-
out thinking, or following some leader who
has not definitely explained certain posi-
tions. has agreed to join some other muni-
cipality, thinking it would be to their ad-
vantage to do so. It is only when they get
into that position that they realise for the
first time the difficnlties and dangers beset-
ting them. If we excise this clause, and I
am in favour of doing that, it leaves matters
in this way, that this House will not on thle
mere motion of a council or roads board
allow a municipality or roads board to be
joined to Perth or any other municipality..
We would want evidence of a substantial
nature that the people wanted it before doing'
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such a thing. If a special Bill is brought
down in each case it would be very little
cost to the country, of no cost to the- local
authority, and be a great protection to those
interested in municipal life. Not only shall
I vote against the clause, but I think, for
the reasons given, the Committee should
reject it.

Mr. FOLEY: I move an ariendment-
'That in, Subciause 1, line 2, after the

word "municipality," the following words
be addled :- 1fter such municipality has
decided in Ikec affirmnative by a referendumn

o 'f ratepayers."
1 do not agree with the Attorney General.
In a Bill of this description we Avant to
make it definite that the ratepayers shall be
consulted. I think the clause canl remain
with good effect with the amendment I have
proposed. Further, this amendment would
save the Comm ittee from putting through
any Bill aut some other time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I (10 not think it
wvise for the Minister to accept the amnend-
ment. If we do accept it, would it not be
necessary to provide some machinery for
taking a referendum? It would also he
necessar -A to re-draft the measure for that
purpose. It would be much safer to stand
by the old principle of introducing a short
Bill. which would not cause much delay.

The MdINISTER FOR WORKS: I ask
the bon. member not to press the amend-
ment and I think it would be better to strike
the clause out.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and negatived.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with ain amendment, and

the report adopted.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. T. Robinson-Canning) [4.30) in mov-
ingF the second reading said: The object of
this measure is to continue the operation of
the Licensing, Act Amendment Act,, 1014.
That Act, hon. members will remember, is
one which gives power to restrict or pro-

hibit the sale of liquor in certain cases of
emergency, in certain times of stress, and,
as phrased by the previons Administration,
iii times of riot. The measure has fre-
qjuently been renewed by another Act, and
also by resolution. A resolution of the
House can take effect only once after the
passage of the measure. It will be rememn-
liered that last year a resolution was cardied
extending the terms of the Act, and on that
.account it is impossible to adopt the same
procedure again this year. The Act will
expire onl the 30th September, and as it is
considered desirable that its operation should
continue for another year, I therefore
move-

That the Bill be nou; read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

MOTION-EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,
COMNPULSORY SERVICE.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanningj (3.361: 1
Move-

That loving regard to the overwchelming,
mnajority cost in thiis State in faour of
conscription on the 28th October, 1916,
this House is of opinion that it isi the
icish of the people of lWestern Australia
that the Commonoveallh Corernment
should again submit to the people the
question of compulsory militam, service,
in order to meet the urgent need for re-
cruits to reinforce our units at the front.

In placing this motion before the House, I
desire to say that I look upon it as a purely
formal matter. As the motion sets out, the
question, after having been submitted to the
people, was carried in this State by an over-
wvhelming majority. There wvere 94,069
votes recorded in its favour, and 40,884
against it. While admitting that the present
scheme must have every assistance which
public men can give it, one cannot help
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thinking, tthat there is only one way to deal
with the foe, and that is by Organisation.
Unfortuinately, uinder our present system,
that is too costly to the State, and moreover,
it does not tend towards organisation. We
are at the present time opposed to the most
scientific race the world has ever known,
and up to dlate, as has often been said, we
have oniy' muddled along. I am not going
into the pros and cons of compulsory na-
tional service, hut it has been repeatedly
tisked outside what the public men are do-
ing. Thle object I have in submitting the
mnotion to the lHousc is to assist the Federal
Governmn f t come to a decision. Person-
ally, I regret having to ask the House to
agree to a motion favouring the submission
of the question to the people once more.
I am firmly convinced that the Federal Par-
liament should accept that responsibility.
But in view of the promise made by the
Prime 'Minister, I am reluctantly compelled
to ask that the matter shonld again be re-
ferred to the people. If it had been pos-
sihle, I Would have liked to ask the Common-
wealth Government to introduce compulsory
national military service in the State of
Western Australia. That of course is out
of the qnestion. It is impossible for the
Federal Government to introdnce a law
which would deal with only one section of
the people. I am not going to say any more.
1 look upon this as a purely formal matter,
and the object I have in view is to assist
the Federal Government. I am convinced
that in submittingtemioIsn voicig

the opinion of the majority of the people
of this State, which opinion was given ex-
pression to on the occasion of the referen-
dum taken on the 28th October last, And
endorsed at the more recent elections.

Air. HOLMAN (Mlurehison) 16.40]: I
think it is a matter of regret that an hon.
member of this Assembly should submit a
motion of this character in a session such asQ
the one we are just ahout to termiinate.
Most of us are as anxious as the hon. mem-
ber to see this terrible war, which is an out-
rage on civilisation, brought to an end vic-
toriously' for the Allies, but the people of
the Commonwealth have decided the subject
matter of the motion by referendum, and
when an hon. member brings the subject up
in the form that the member for Katanning

('Mr. Thomson) has done, it seems to me
it is prostituting patriotism and dragging
it through the mire. We in Western Auas-
tralia put up our fight for compulsory ser-
vice, and we were quite satisfied with the-
result which was achieved. 'We are also
satisfied to-day that the people in this State.
have done their duty nobly. 'We have sent
10 per Cent. Of our population to the front,
and in some parts of the State, '40 per cent.
of the population of those centres has gone.
to assist in this dreadful struggle. Before.
an hon. member submits a question like this
to Parliament, f thiak hie himself should, if
he is fit and well enough to go forward,
offer his own services, instead of trying to
force others to go. We have members here
who are able and strong enough to go to the
front, yet they make no effort in that dire-
tion. They prefer to submit a motion of
the character we have before us now, deal-
ing- with a question which has already been
decided, and which they know cannot do any
good. If the motion would do any good, if
it Would assist in any way to win the Ivar,
there would be some excuse for it, but it is
absolute nonsense to bring it forward, and
it is only iii keeping with many other actions.
of the member for Katanning. Why does
not the hion. member himself enlist? Why
does lie not show that he is prepared to do
what hie is asking others to do? f am speak-
ing as one of the strongest conscriptionists
in the country, but we put up our fight in
October last, and now we should abide by
the decision of the majority. If we in West-
ern Australia were not doing our duty, there
would be occasion for the hon. member to
submit his motion, but we have done our
duty to a great extent, though perhaps not
so much as we would do if we were called'
upon. The reason why the motion was
brought forward, the hon. member says, is
to assist the Federal Government. T con-
tend it will not assist them in the slightest
degr-ee, nor Will it help to bring about what-
he desires. The motion has been moved with
one purpose in view only, and that is to.
indlge in a little flag waving before the
elections, and -When there is no necessity-
for it. Moreover, if every fit individual in
Western Australia were to enlist, that would
not hav'e the effect of turning the tide of the-
battle. We can only do our level best, and!,
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we should pause before considering seri-
ously a motion such as the one we have he-
fore us. I do not know whether the hon.
member has ever tried to enlist himself. If
hie has not, hie should have done so. He is
young and able-bodied, and it would be more
hionourable and more becoming for any man
desirous of upholding the hononr of his
country, if, before submitting an empty
mnotion such as this, he offered his own ser-
vices for the front. We have heard] a great
deal from those on the platform who are
desirous that others should go to the war
but who, for many reasons, are themselves
not fit to enlist. I contend that it -would
be the manly part for anyone, before asking
other people to go to the wvar, to make an
effort to go himself. I think the motion has
been broug-ht forward by the hon. member
fromt motives of flag waving, for the purpose
of trying to induce certain influences at the
forthcoming election. So far as assistance
to thei Commonwealth Government is con-
cerned, or assistance in the recruiting cam-
paign, or to-wards bringing about a speedy
conclusion to the war, I do not think the
passing of the motion by this House would
do any good in any one of those directions.
The motion serves to show the class of peo-
ple we have in this community who, instead
of going themselves to the recruiting office,
prefer to bring forward empty motions ou
the eve of a general election.

Hon. W. C. ANG' WI'N (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.46] : One is inclined to doubt the
sincerity of the hon. member in bringing
forward a motion of this nature for dis-
cussion on the eve of a general election. I
would remind the House that the Prime
Minister. -Mr. Hughes, caused to he summoned
a special session of the Federal Parliament
to discuss this question, and the decision of
that special session was that the time had
not arrived for conscription to be intro-
duced. That -was the opinion expressed by
the Federal Parliament, and -Mr. Hughes
then said that on the question of conscripi-
tion lie was prepared to let bygones he by-
gones. The Director of Recruiting also
declared that the conscription issue was not
to be dealt with by his officials on the public
platform. M1%r. Hutghes also stated that the
time had not arrived to bring forward con-
scription in accordance with his promise

prior to the Federal election. By whom are
we to be advised-the member for Katan-
ning or the Prime Minister, who should he
in a position to know bestI In view of
these facts, one is inclined to sus-
pect the posibility that it was with
some other object that the bon. mew-
her has introduced his motion. We have
been told that the members on this (Oppo-
sition) side of the House are opposed to
recruiting, hut I want to say this, that there
is no member of this Chamber who has done
more for recruiting than those sitting on
this side. With reference to members oppo-
site--of course there has recently been a
shuffle-but there was at one time a request
preferred to members opposite to go on to
the platform and speak in favour of re-
cruiting, and on that occasion not one mem-
ber could be found to do so. The trite posi-
tion is that every section of the community
of this State has done its utmost to assist
recruiting, and it is impossible for any one
to define those who. have assisted and those
who have not. How could they be definedif
But we have it on the authority of M.r.
Hughes that if everyone does his best to
assist the voluntary effort it wilt he suffi-
cient for the time being. To me it is clear
that the object behind this motion is more
political than patriotic. And I waut to
express my opinion here that the passing
of the motion will not be of any great
assistance to the Federal Government.
Rather I am inclined to think that it wilt
do more injury than good and that it wilt
make the work of recruiting harder.

The PRE"MIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) (5.523- 1 regret that the hon.
member has seen fit to introduce a motion'
of this character at the present time. T
think it is well known to the Commonweathr
Government that thpe people of Western
Australia are in favour of conscription;
they expressed that opinion during the re-
ferendum. That is -well known and I do not
see that the mere passing by this Parlia-
ment of this motion will he of ny great
assistance to the Federal Government. They
have already had an expresion of opinion
from the people of Western Australia. To,
my mind it is not desirable to discuss con-
troversial matters of this character during-
the present short session of Parliament.

177



[AS SEMBLY]

There is really no need for the motion at
the present time. Nor do I consider it ex-
pedient to allow a matter of this nature to
go to the vote. Parliament wats called to-
gether for the simple purpose of voting
supplies and to go into the question of any
necessary legislation. At the same time I
cannot agree to the suggestion that the oh-
jeet of the hion. member in introducing thme
motion was to make this question an elec-
tion cry. Western Australia has un-
doubtedly responded well to the cal of
voluntarism, but probably there are still
some hundreds here -who might still be able
to go to the war. At the same time, in my
opinion, many have gone who should not
have gone. I am expresing only my own
opinion in regard to this motion, but I do
not think it right to suggest that even those
who oppose conscription are necessarily dis-
loyal. I really cannot feel that any expres-
sion of opinion on this question is required
at the present juncture, and I do not think
any good will he done by our passing the
motion.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [6.1]: 1
move-

That the debate be adjouerned..
Motion puit and negatived.
Mr. THOMSON (LKatanning-in reply)

[6.2] : Y did not take this step without a
good deal of thought or without consulting
a good many people. I yield to no man in
this State in may desire to see the 'war won.
In reply to the member for Murchison (r.
Holman), who has taxed me with kite
flying-

Mr. Holman: It is a fact.

Mfr. THOMNSON: I have no reason to be
afraid of my position in my constituency on
this question. I did mny part ou the 28th
October last, and amn proud of the result.
Therefore ] hope the hion. memiber will dis-
abuse his mind of the idea that I was endea-
vouring to do any kite flying. He says the
motion is an empty one, and hie wants to
know why I do not enlist. Hffe has no right
to ask me such a question. During the whole
Course Of the war T have never said to any
mnan, "Why do not you enlist?" In all earn-
estness I say there are thousands of men who
would -welcome the deciding of this question
by the military authorities. I refer to men

who, by reason of having- heavy responsi-
bilities, are unable to come to a decision.
When the member for M~urchison accused
me of kite flying, I think hie must, to use a
phrase of another hon. member opposite,
have had his tongue in his cheek. In mIy
electorate I know of cases of married men
with seven and eight children enlisting. I
will not say they should not enlist. A miar-
ried man has as much right as a single man
to fight for his country. But it is not eco-
nomically sound, it is not in the interests of
the country, that married men with large
families should go to fight while eligible
sing-le men are apparently available. I de-
sire to see the country organised. Men are
leaving the primary industries, not only
farming, but also gold Mining. Under pro-
per organ isation the men to go to the Front
would be elected from the spheres in which
they could best be spared. I shall not dleal
at leng-th with the arguments of the member
for Murchison. He said that we have sent
away 10 per cent. of our population. I yield
to no man in my apprecial ion of what 'West-
ern Australia has done in this war. But we,
as a Commonwealth, have pledged Australia
to the last man and the last shilling, and, if
needs be, we must carry out that: pledge. Ink
rejpl y to the lion. membher's argument that it
is time to pause, I say we shall not be able
to pause in this struggle until victory has
been won. The mernher for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. WV. C. Angwin) says I claim,
to have more knowledge than -Mr. Hughes.
Iclaim nothing of the kind, 'but I do know

that this State is seudiug, proportionately,

more men than any other State of the Corn-
mnonwealth, and I know that the units of
other States have been reinforced by West-
ern Australian soldiers. Having visited the
Eastern States, I know there are thousands
of men there apparently eligible. If those
eligible and fit Men Will not go Of their own
free will, is the present position fair to our
men? The member for Ufurcmison said that
we hare sent away' 10 per cent. of Our ])opu-
lation. WNe hare niot sent one Man away.
Every man who has gone from 'Western
Australia uIp to 'late his gone of his own
tree Will. There ale thousands of men who
Will welcome national service, well knowing-
that when the Military authorities send for
them they will be wanted. But the question
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is a most difficult one for any man to decide
for himself. 1 wish to disabuse the mind of
the House of the idea that I had any inten-
tion of kite firing. The member for Kal-
goorlie (Air. Green) may wvell laugh. Over
6,000 men hiave gone to the front from Kall-
goorlie. The hon. member has reason to he
Jproud. It ill becomes him to sneer when a
motion is before the House asking for men.

Mr. Green: I rise to a point of order.
The lion, member has stated that I have
sneered. I take exception to that term, and
I ask him to withdraw it.

Mr. SPEARER: The member for Ki-
go orlii' takes exception to the word "sneer."

iMr. THOMSON: I withdraw the obser-
vation that the hon. member sneered. I will
say that hie snigeered.

Mr. Green: This is the cheapest thing
that has ever been liut up in this Chamber.
It is childish, it is kite flying, it is waste of
time. We have heard ten thousand speeches
like this one.

Hon. I'. Collier: I ask that the nmember
for liatauning: make an unqualified with-
drawal, lie withdrew the word "sneer" and
substituted "snigger."

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for
Katanning to withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. THOMSON: I withdraw uncondi-
tionally, well knowing that, despite the op-
position of lion. nmemlbers on the other side
of the House, the people of Western Aus-
tralia will welcome such a motion as this.

Hon. P. Collier: You would not move it
unless you thought it was popular.

Mr. THOMSO'N: I have no desire for
popularity. I am doing what I deem to be
my duty. I have moved the motion in all
sincerity, and leave it in the bands of the
House. earnestly trusting that it will be car-
died.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS-MINES INSPECTOR AND71 A
FALSE CHARGE.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [6.10]: I
move-

That all papers referring to the allego-
tion of 'Workmen's Inspector of Mines
Craker, at Kalgoorlie, being a member
of the l.W.W. be laid upon the Table of
the House.

I am taking this action because I have been
unable to obtain the information from the
Attorney General by way of question. Some
two or three months ago, I understaind, the
then Mlinister for Mines received a letter
from some person in Kalgoorlie-1- do not
know from whom-alleging that Inspector
Crocker was a member of the I.W.W.
In the first place, I think the House should
express its resentment of the practice, which
apparently has grown up recently, of an-
onylinous letter writers being pernitted to
make charges against members of the pub-
lic service without those members having
an opportunity of knowing who it is that
makes the charge, and so of adequately de-
fending themselves. 1 do not know the con-
tents of the letter in this case, but, at any
rate, the letter was of such a character as to
induce the then 'Minister for Mines to corn-
mtunicate with the Ralgoorlie warden; and
,as a result of that communication the war-
den called up Inspector Crock-er and ques-
tioned him as to whether the charge was
correct or not. 1 take exception to that. I
am not a lawyer, but I have always under-
stood it to be one of the first principles of
British justice that no man shall he called
upon to answer a charge unless he is con-
fronted with his accuser. As a result of the
letter, Inspector Crocker appeared before
thie warden under circumstances recalling
the Star Chamber, and the warden cross-
examined or questioned him, in order to
satisfy himself whether or not the charge
w-as well founded. I gather that the war-
den's report to the Minister was favourable
to Inspector Crocker, because the Minister
allowed the matter to drop. Nevertheless I
contend that no Minister is justified in call-
ing upon any' public servnnt to make a de-
fence against any allegation or charge an-
less that officer is confronted with his ac-
cuser. Even if an individual writes a
letter to the Minister making a charge and
marks the letter confidential, action should
not be taken. The persoa makingI the
charge must be prepared to come out in the
open and disclose his identity: otherwise the
letter and the charge should be ignored.
If the individUal who accused Inspector
Crocker was; not prepared to come out in
the open with a definite charge, the Min-
ister should have ignored the letter, without

179



[ASSEMBLY.)

calling upon Inspector Crocker for any
defence whatever. It seems to me that the
practice adopted by the Minister amounts
to what detectives call "the third degree."1

The Attorney General: You do not ap-
preciate courtesy, evidently, when you talk
about "the third degree."

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am endeavouriuig
to -appreciate the position in which Inspec-
tor Croaker found himself.

The Attorney General: There is no use in
shouting these things from the house tops.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not doing so.
The Attorney General: No; but lie

shouted it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: He was justified in

doing so. He was brought before the war-
den of the distric-

The Attorney General-. No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Then, how did he

appear before the warden?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have very little
more to say. Perhaps I shall he better able
to judge of the merits of the case when I
have heard the Attorney General in expla-
nation, because I have been spaking largely
in the dark, not knowing either the con-
tents of the letter to which I have referred,
or the name of the writer. I recognise
that a letter forwarded to the Attorney
General's office and marked "Confidential"
places an embargo on the Minister's giving
the name of the writer, but I am asking
for justice for the man who has been ac-
cused. I think it is wrong that any person
should have an allegation of this kind
made against him without having an op-
portunity of knowing who it was -who made
the charge to the department, and of meet-
ing him face to face. I will content my-
self with moving the motion.

The ATTORNEY GENKERAL (Hon. R.
T. Rohinson-Canning) [7.341: I hope the
leader of the Opposition will not press his
motion when he has heard the explanation.
'While I -was acting as M.inister for Mines
a letter camne in marked "Confidential" and
stating that a certain officer at Kalgoorlie
was rumoured to belong to the I.W.W.
This letler said it was thou ght desirable to
draw the attention of the Mlinister tn thlis

rumour, so that he might make inquiries.
You can -readily imagine the Minister for
Mines might have made his inquiries in an
objectionable way. He might, for instance,
on receiving that information, have placed it
in the hands of the investigation branch of
the Police Department, He might have done
several things which would call for censure
from the leader of the Opposition. But
what he did do was ibis: I was Minister at
the time, and I caused, not the letter, but
a letter, to be sent to the warden, the prin-
cipal officer of the Mines Department at
Kalgoorlie, asking him to be good enouagh
to interview this inspector and tell him what
had been said about him,. and ask him for
ain assurance to the department that he was
in no way implicated in the workings of
the I.W.W. That officer was sent for, not
summoned, to call at the warden's office.
Re did so. The warden read to him the
letter be had received from my department,
and the inspector gave the warden his assur-
ance that he had nothing whatever to do
with the I.W.W., and said he rather resented
the imputation that had been cast on his
character. As Minister I w,%as satisfied to
take the word of this officer-. I did not even
put him on oath or ask him to make a
declaration. He merely said he 'was not a
member of lie I.W. andi I took, his word
for it, and no one in the wide world would
have known anything about it had] not this
officer himself started talking about it in
Kalgoorlie. He went to the leader of the
Opposition, who in turn came to me
when I was in Kalgoorlie, and asked the
same question he is asking now. I told him
then that no charges had been laid against
this officer. Still, he was anxious to find this
unknown person who had1 communicated the
information to the Minister. I can only say
that information was given to the Minister
in confidence, and I am glad to know the
leader of the Opposition realises that there-
fore my tongue is tied in connection with
the letter. It is a good thing, I think,' that
that should be so. Someone interjected
that there was a Star Chamber inquiry.
There was no inquiry' of any kind. The
warden acted as muy deputy. Had I been
in Kalgoorlie at the time I would have sent
for that inspector and said, "TLook here,
someone is saying that you are connected
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with tine I.WAW. Tell me is it right or
wrong., And the officer would have as-
sured me that it was not so, and I would
have been satisfied. No more than that took
place, and I hold that no man could have
treated another more honourably or more
courteously than I treated this inspector.
Nothing need have been said about it, but
he went and bruited about K~algoorlie that
these charges -were laid against him by some
unlknown person, and hie informed the leader
of the Opposition that somenea had laid a
charge against him. Nobody laid a charge
against him, and I as Minister bore him no
illwill, and there is not smudge on his char-
acter. Having told all that previously to
the leader of the Opposition, I was rather
surprised to-night when the motion was
brought forward. I do not know the object
of it, hut it cannot possibly extract from me
the name of the person who made the comi-
munication. I may say that when I was in
Kalgoorlie the leader of the Opposition told
me that the inspector -wanted the informa-
tion solely that he might attack his accuser.
Well, nobody has accused him, and it can
serve no good purpose to start a row be-
tween other persons and this ins pector. It is
sufficient to know that I as Minister was sat-
isfied that he did not belong to thc I.W.W.,
and to know also that there is no stain
left on his character. In view of that ex-
planation it is for die leader of the Opposi-
tion to say whether hie thinks he should
carry the matter any further.

Air. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[7.40] : I support the motion. I1 do this,
having known Mr. Crocker for many years,
and recognising that hie is an hoanourable
man. He is thought a great deal of by rthe
whole of the community of Boulder and
Kalgoorlie. Personally I think that by the
very speech the Attorney General has made.
he has put on the House the onus of reliev-
ing him. We know that, as the information-
was confidential, the Minister did not divulge
it, but 1 think the House, if it wishes to do
justice to an honourable man, should declare
that the papers must be produced, and so
let people who use tactics of the kind re-
sorted to by the writer of the letter know
that they must he more careful than to ac-
cuse men of the character of Mr. Croeker.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.41]): In
justice to the leader of the Opposition I
must say I do not think that any acton
was taken until this matter became public
property. Even Air. Crocker did not take
exception to it in its initial stages; but by
some means it became public property, and
then MrI. Crocker had the right to demand a
full explanation. It is peculiar that this
letter should have been marked "Confiden-
tial," and it has been suggested at Kal-
goorlie that if it came from an organisation
or body or from a member of that organisa-
tion or body, it should not have been marked
"Confidential." If a person was inter-
ested in attacking Mr. Crocker he should
have attacked him in a %"cry different man-
ner from the way hie did. It is to be hoped
the Minister can give us an assurance that
the letter was not sent by an organisation
or body to which, in a certain sense, Mr.
Crocker is regarded as being hostile. As
for the leader of the Opposition having
brought this matter forward, Mr. Crocker,
I think, did not approach the leader of the
Opposition until the information became
Public property. Therefore Mr. Collier is
quite justified in the action he has taken.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [7.421: I have
pleasure in regarding it a duty to support
the leader of the Opposition in asking that
these papers he laid on the Table of the
House. We readily acquit the Minister of
any unfair tactics whatever, but we want to,
stress the fact that an anonymous letter-

The Attorney General: It was not anony-
Molls.

MUr. GREEN: So far as M~r. Crocker is
concerned it was anonymous, because it was
marked "Confidential." If we are to allow
letters of that kind about public servants to
carry weight in the departments, we shall be
establishing a bad precedent. There is no
saying where it will end. It is a danger to
every public servant. It is also placing a
premiuinIplon cowardice to allowv an inves-
tigation-call it what you will-to allow a
man to be haled before the warden to answer
a charge made against him on the letter of
some irresponsible busybody. Talk about
the I.W.W. tactics! I think the writer of
the letter has adopted the policy of the
T.W.W., known as sabotage. His idea
was to sabotage Mr. Crocker without stand-
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iug up to the responsibility of fathering the
charge. Where I think the Mines Depart-
mnent was at fault, was in making an in-
vestigation at all upon a letter the writer
,of which was not prepared to have his name
divulged. I think if the gentleman had
been written to and told that the depart-
mont were prepared to go into the matter
if the accuser was also prepared to allow his
name to be made public, the accuser could
have shown that lie had taken tip this posi-
tion from a sense of puiblic duty and that hie
was prepared to face the consequences after
having made the charge. I know Mr. Crocker
personally. He is an estimable officer and,
:as has been said by a previous speaker, the
fact that his accuser's name has not bean
made public has reflected to a certain extent
upon his character. If the accuser's name
is made public, which could he done by plac-
ing these papers on the Table of the House,
I feel sure that it will carry no weight, and
that it wvill clear Mr. Crock-er from the sus-
picion that lie is connected with an associa-
tion, of this kind. Otherwise the matter can-
not he cleared up. It would also be a note
,of warning that gentlemen cannot in this
country start this sort of thing with im-
punity. The term "gentleman" has been
-queried by some hion. members. If this ac-
cuser's namre is divulg1ed it will show him
that he cannot make reckless charges ag-ainst
members of the public service without tak-
ing the responsibility of standing to the
-charge and having his name made public.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION - REPATRIATION, DIRECT
MINISTERIAL CONTROL.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.471: 1
move-

That in order to more effectiveigf safe-
guard the interests of returned soldiersY
this 1house is of opinion that a special de-
pVartment, under the direct conitrol of a
Minister for Repatriation, should be es-
tablished, having the management of all
things necessary to restore our soldiers to
the variolls industries of the State.

The wording of this motion wakes my inten-
tions pretty clear, andi it is unnecessary for

me to speak upon it at any great length. So
far as the repatriation of our soldiers is
concerned, the State will have very con sid-
erable functions to undertake, and I feel
that they can be best and most effectively
undertaken for all those interested if we
have a sp)ecial department uinder the direct
control of a Minister, who in turn would he
directly responsible to Parliament. No doubt
when this unfortunate war is over we shall
have launched a comprehensive scheme of
land settlement, and possibly as time goes on
other spheres of commercial and industrial
activities which we desire our soldiers to
take part in on their return. The fact of the
repatriation of ouir soldiers being left to the
various departments or to Mtinisters, such as
the Minister for Industries or any other
Minister, makes the position very conflicting
and complex. My desire is to try and get an
expression of opinion from this House as to
the necessity for the scheme I have pro-
posed. The duties in connection with this
work can quite well he undertaken by one
of the present Ministers, whether hie be a
Minister with a portfolio or one of the Honi-
orary Ministers. As time goes on and this
scheme of repatriation is enlarged in scopeC
and activities, the department formed will
grow with it. At the present tune if one
mneets a soldier and is speaking to him about
going on the land or getting some assistance
in connection with that project, he will say.
"Whom ea I go to" 9 I cannot tell himi to
whom to applY. Whilst 1 know the Minister
for Industries will he only too pleased to
welcome home the nien :who will be return-
ing, at the present time there are mnan 'y who
are wandering- about the streets, some of
them desirous of going on the land, but the7:
do not know what Minister to apply to or to
what department. I hope lion. members
will support my motion. I believe by the
creation of a department under direct con-
trol of a Minister a lot of good will be done.
Suich a Minister will be directly responsible
to Parliament, and Parliament would have
a better supervision and at better app recia-
tion of the duties required to be performed.
I regard it as a very important duty on the
part of this H-ouse to pass this motion. In
some of the other States at the present time
there are Ministers for Repatriation. I un-
derstand we have been expectingv for some
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time a considerable sum of money for a
large land settlement scheme in connection
wvith our returned soldiers, and that all the
expendliture involved would come directly
under the control of the 'Minister for Lands.
Still it should he the special duty of the

'Minister for Repatriation to see, irrespee-
tire of any other duties that may be cardied
out by any other department or 'Minister,
that these soldiers are justly treated and
that everyvthing possible is done for them.
The M1inister could be directly responsible
to Parliament for the repatriation or settle-
ment of the soldiers or sailors; as the case
max' be, I understand that the Attorney Gen-
eral has a draft of a 13111 that it is proposed
by the Federal Parliament to introduce. I
do not know whether the Attorney General
has gone through its provisions, but I my-
self am not aware of what they are. Irre-
spective, however, of anything the Federal
Parliament may do, I believe that a strict
dutty devolves upon the State Parliament in
respect to this matter. That is shown by the
fact that the Federal Parliament have al-
ready allocated, I understand, a consider-
able sum of money to be expended on land
settlement, and possibly the wore detailed
functions of actually settling our soldiers
or sailors on the land may later on, when
this unfortunate -war ceases, devolve upon
State Ministers and State departments. We
should, therefore, create a department and
have a M Ninister appointed directly respon-
sible for that department tinder the name of
Mi'nister for Repatriation. I have great
pleasure in moving the motion standing in
my name.

Mfr. GRIFFITHS (York) [7.53]: I de-
sire to second this motion. The time is op-
portune for something- to he done in
a definite manner. I hope that something
at all events will be evolved out of the mud-
tiplicity of schemes which we so often see in
the various journals of this State. The feel-
ing is abroad that a lot of these schemes are
so much hot air. There seems to be nothing
tangible that one can !ay one's hands on.
and nothing to show what is being done or
likely to be done for our returned soldiers.
The motion may perhaps bring forth some
information from the M~inister concerned as
to what is being done. The public are very
anxious to know, and .1 am. sure that boa.

members Ire. equally anxious. Mfore than
that, we want information and more light on
the subject. It is a very important matter,
ad I think hon. members know I have been
intensely interested in the problem and have
been waiting to see what will be broughit for-
ward of a businesslike and practical nature.
We find in the North American Continent
that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
have already prepared 1,000 farms for re-
turned soldiers. There are also various other
avenues Of emlloyment being arranged for
where men can be absorbed in considerable
numbers.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Mlinister-Nelson) [7.56]: I cannot allow
this opportunity to go by without defend-
ing the actions of myself and other mem-
bers of the War Coned Settlement Com-
mittee. The remarks of the member for
Coolgardic (Afr. Lambert) wouild create the
impression that nothing had been done in
the past at all for soldiers returning to this
country who were anxious to go on the land,
and who ought to be helped in other ways
but did not know to whom to apply. I
wish to remove that impression. Every
boat was met, and these men were handed
cards on which they were asked to write
wrhat line of employment or what line of
life they had followed before going to) the
war, and what they wanted to take up on
returning. They were then requested to
hand these cards in either to the officer
meeting them, or to the War Council Office
in Barrack-street. Mlany hundreds of cards
have been handed in. If a man followed up
hlis card he could go along to the committee,
and the first thing we did was to send him
up to a board of doctors to be examined to
ascertain whether hie was physically fit for
the life that he proposed to take up. That
examination was made free of charge. He
again came before the committee, and if
proved by the doctors' recommendation that
he was fit for the life on the land, which
those of us who have lived on the land know
is fairly arduous, he was further questioned
as to his past experience and then as to his
wishes in the- future. Men have come along
while I have sat on that committee who knew
nothing- whatever about farming. Hon.
members will agree that it is very dangelrous
indeed to put a man of that. description on
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the land, unless at least he is strong and
robust, and a man who in the opinion of the
-committee is fit and capable of making a
success on the land. We have put men on
the land, and to-day they are doing well.

Eon. P. Collier: How many returned
men?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
AMinister) : Not many. In fact, very few
'have been put on the land, but all those
-who have come along. I am referring only
to the one committee, the War Settlement
Committee, and not to the Industries As-
sistance Board.

Mr. Lambert: That is irrelevant to the
qluestion.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : Not at all. Certain statements
were made by the member for Coolgardie
and I am replying to them. Steps have
been taken in the past. When these men
-come along they are, if necessary, handed
over to the secretary who has been dealing
with this particular work. From him a man
is passed, if necessary, either to the Agri-
,cultural Bank or some other department
,concerned, from which hie will get all the
-other information he requires. There is a
fund of information obtainable, and it is
very much better in my opinion that a man
should get information from the fountain
head than through the ordinary channels in
the Lands Department. By going to the
War Council, or to Mr. Morris, he can ob-
tain that information in a very much quicker
and better way than in the ordinary chan-
nels that laymen would have to go through,
namely, the public counter of the Lands
Department. It must also not be forgotten,
-on this qnestion of bringing this matter un-
der a Minister for Repatriation, that there
are many other departments involved. I hope
the bon. member has considered that ques-
tion. His scheme would mean a new depart-
ment, and I very much doubt if the result
would justify the expenditure. I only rose
to point out that something had been done
in the past and that men have had an op-
portunity of applying to the council for in-
formation, and that everything the War
Council could do in that respect has been
,done.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Ifoore) [8.01: 1 would like to point out

that there are various methods of dealing
with the repatriation question. It does
not mean only the establishment of men on
the land, but it means assisting a mian to
obtain employment in other industries of
the State. A large majority of the men
who have retuirned will not desire to go on
the land at all, and it is those men we have
to be careful about in our efforts to assist
them. With reg-ard to the question of settle-
mnent on the laud of soldiers and sailors, it
has been definitely laid down that a certain
amount shall be provided to each State by
the Federal Government. That money will
be advanced, as hon. members know, on
certain terms.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, we do not
know.

The PREMIER: Then comes, the ques-
tion of settling men in other avocations of
life. That is a matter that the Federal
Government have taken in hand, and a. Re-
patriation Bill is now going through the
Federal Parliament. That Bill provides,
amongst other things, for the appointment
of a Repatriation Board in each State, to
consist of seven members. These hoards
will deal with the question of settling the
men in other avocations in life outside that
of agriculture. It appears to me that this
question is taken out of the hands of the
State Government altogether. If the State
Government took up the matter, the work
would clash with that of the hoard to he
appointed by the Federal Government. The
board which is to he appointed will be
directly responsible to the Federal board in
Melbourne. That board -will consist of men
who are likely to make a success of the mat-
ter and funds will he provided by the Com-
monwealth Government. Until the measure
now before the Federal Parliament is passed,
and until we know what the regulations are
likely to be, and also until we know so me-
thing of the whole scheme, it will be a difil-
cult thing to determine exactly where we
are in regard to the matter. We wvill, how-
ever, he in a position shortly to give miem-
bers all information in regard to the sub-
ject and then we will be able to take the
matter in hand. We have heard vbry little
in the past, except the question of set-
tling returned mnen on the land. Some
people seem to think that the only work
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these men will be ready to take up will be
that of farming. Of course, if they would
all go on the land and make a success of
it, it would he a good thing for Western
Australia, but I think only a small percent-
-age of the men who return will desire to
-go on tile land. When men have been de-
sirous of going on the land every facility
'has been given to them. The matter is 'in
the hands of the Lands Department, the
Industries Assistance Board and, of course,
the Agricultural Bank. Some men have al-
ready claimed land throughb the Agricultural
Bank, that is to say, land which has been
forfeited or has been given up by some of
those who have had assistance from the
Bank. I understand from the Minister for
Industries that some £8,000 has already
been spent by the Agriculdtural Bank in es-
tablishing men on the land through that
institution.

Hon. P. Collier: On farms that have been
forfeited?

The PREMIER: I think all those who
have been settled directly through the bank,
without reference to the Lands Department,
have taken up land which has fallen into thle
hands of the Agricultural Bank, and there
are many good properties which have been
taken over by the hank.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not a very good
beginning to take over such properties.

The PREMIER: Very often the man
who comes in after the initial work has been
done makes a success of the farm.

Mr. Lamnbert: Tt is a poor policy when
the Government does not put someone else
on to those farms to keep them going.

The PREMIER: Some men too have been
re-established on their own farms. At the
same time, men who apply for land are
gfiven every possible assistance. It will be
seen, therefore, that the Government have
not been idle in regard to this matter. Pos-
sibly because every man cannot get exactly
what he requires in the way of land1 critic-
isms have followed, but I assure bon. meri-
bers that every facility is given to allow
those people to enter into farming occupa-
tions, and every facility will be given in the
future. I do not think there is very much
in the motion that one can object to. The
question of repatriation is now in the hands
of the Lands Departmnent, the Industries

Assistance Board, and the Agricultural
Bank, and so many departments are mixed
up in it that it is difficult to arrange for the
sole control by one Minister. Still, we have
now a scheme formulated and I will be able
to submit it to hon. members before the
session closes. This provides for the ap-
pointment of a Board before whom the ap-
plicants for land will have to appear, aind
before land is ranted to them they will
have to satisfy the hoard that they are
suitable for the occupation of farming, and
that they are likely to make a success of
it. Under the schemne we have formulated,
I think we are likely to bring the matter
to a successful issue, but the time may come
when we may be able to place the matter
under one Minister and call him the Min-
ister for Repatriation, just us we call the
M1inister who is in charge of the Industries
Assistance Board the Minister for Indus-
tries. I think, however, it would be better
to wait until we see what the Federal
scheme is which is to be established under
the measure now before the Federal Parlia-
ment and its regulations. As time goes on
and we have the opportunity, it will be my
desire to see that this question of repatria-
tion is placed uinder the one Minister. If
the House will give the Government the
opportunit-y of considering the matter I
think I will be able to satisfy hon. mem-
bers, at any rate in that regard, because
I think it is well that one Minister should
be appointed, and this Minister could be ap-
proached by the men who desire to settle
on the land. I think we could possibly
satisfy the member for Coolgardie before
long, and appoint a Minister who will be
able to strictly administer repatriation mat-
ters. At the same time I think it would be
well to wait a little while until we see ex-
actly the lines on which the Federal Govern-
ment are going to proceed under the meas-
ure they are now considering. The Govern-
ment have every desire to do what is pos-
sible for the assistance of our returned sol-
diers, and I do not think the House will
have an 'y reason to complain when those
men return and the Government have had
an opportunity of helping them.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [S.13]:
The object the member for Coolgardie has
in view is that it should be definitely known
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who the Msinister is that is in charge of the
repatriation of our soldiers, that is to say,
insofar as the operations of the State GoV-
ernment apply to repatriation. The Premier
has ackno-wledged that up to dote there has
been divided authority, so much so in fact,
that one may gather from reports in the
newspapers a month or two ago that that
divided authority led to a considerable
amount of friction between the late Minis-
ter for Lands and the late Minister for In-
dustries. Tt appeared day after day in the
newspapers that one Minlister was waiting
for the other to make land available to settle
these soldiers upon, all of which indicated
that there did not seem to be any definite or
carefully thought out scheme for the placine
of our soldiers on the land. That is the univ-
aspect of it that concerns the State Govern-
nient. I understand thle State Governments
have undertaken, in co-operation with the
Commonwealth Government, to place on thle
land those men who desire to gro on it, and
who are considered suitable for that avoca-
tion. I do not know what has been done, and
the public do not know, but the fact is that
these men have been eominz- back for two
years past, and while one does -not wish to
be censorious as far as the Commonwealth
is concerned, thle time has certainly arrived
when straight-wit criticism ought to be in-
dulged in- There are more than 30,000 re-
turned soldiers, and nowhere in Australia
has anything heen done for these men. Read-
ing the Eastern exchanges, one may see that
in Victoria and in New South 'Wales, and
in the different centres of population in the
Eastern States, there is a considerable nn-
employed problem created by the fact that
nothing has been done to place the men who
have come hack, in their former occupations
in lire. Let us take the position in Western
Australia. If we do all it is possible to do
in regard to settling soldiers *on the land,
even then we will not have more than 10 per
cent. of our returned men -who will care to
go on the land and be willing to take it uip.
That will leave us with from 24,000 to
25,000 returned men, taking the number who
have gone to thle war up to tile present,
whom we will have to provide with some
other walk in life. What the rutblie has a
right to complain about with regrard to the
Commionwealth auitborities is this: first of

all, we were told the other night that the
Government of this State has not been able
to get any of the money promised by the
Commonwealth Government for repatriation
purposes. Many months ago, as far back ats
thle general elections in May last, Mr-
Hughes informed the people of Australia
that a certain sum of money would be made
available to each State. Notwithstanding
that promise, solemnly made to the States?.
we have bad the spectacle of a Minister of
the Grown informing thme people of the State
through this House that he has been unable
not only to obtain that money, but unable to
obtain a reply to his conmnunications in re-
gard to it. Thlat is the position to-day, , and
the result is that a large number of men will
be thrown upon charitable or other re-
sources in order to obtatin a living. Tire
direction in which thle Comamonwealth auth-
orities have been neglectful of their duty is
that nothing at all, so far as I have been
able to learn, has been done in Australia to,
train men maimed, crippled, or otherwise
injured at the war to such art extent as to.
prevent them -taking uip their former ocen-
pations in life-mnen wxho have lost one hand.
n-ho are crippled in one leg, but who other-
wvise are able-bodied men. Is such a man t@
sit down Had live on his pension for the rest
of his life? If so, it is a crying shame and
a disgrace to the authorities responsible. It
is no good either for the individual himself
nor for the State. Tt is not a good tihing for
any young man, even if his pension the
Commonwealth would provide for him would
be sufficient to provide the bare necessaries.
of life, that hie should do nothing. One reads
that in the Old Country they have estab-
lished institnions for the training of men
who have lost their sight, or who have lost,
say, one arm, in some useful occupation;
but in Australia to-day nothing has been
done. One can go to the base hospital, the
hpspital at Fremantle, and there one will
see men crippled in one leg. Many of those
men who are in the base hospital have been
there for monthis-some of them I know
have been there 12 months--and they are
walking about the streets of Perth and Fre-
mantle with the aid of a stick or a crutch
,day after day. No attempt is being made to
train them in useful occupations, although it
is- wvell known to the authorities that when
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those men ultimately leave the hospital it
will be in such a state of health as will pre-
vent their taking tip their former occupa-
tion. Yet 12 months is being wasted instead
of their being trained in some uiseful occu-
pation. Are these men, on being turned out
from the hospital, to live on the 15s. per
week, or whatever the pension will he which
will be allowed themn9 To that extent I say
the Commonwealth authorities have been ab-
solutely neglectful of their duty in allowing-
men to walk about the streets contracting
habits which will not be to their future bene-
fit when they have to go back into the world.
These men comprise the majority to he con-
sidered, for, as I have already said, not 10
per cent, of the returned soldiers will be
settled on the land. What is being done to
induce those men who left the gold mining
industry to go back to the goldfields f Sonmc-
where about 5,000 men hare enlisted from
Kalgoorlie and Boulder alone, with the re-
suilt that there is a considerable shortage of
labour in the goldfields district, and that
shortage is reflected in the gold yield which
has been declining month by month. Those
men will not be anxious to go back into that
industry unless the Government do some-
thing to induce them to do so-not to go back
to deep mining, but prospecting. Some such
scheme as that would be of advantage to the
men themselves and also to the State, as it
would probably give new life to the mining
industry. Most of these questions are, I ad-
mit, questions for the Commonwealth. The
State can only do its best to provide land
for those returned soldiers who are anxious
to settle on the land, and in this connection
there is another question upon which I do
not know whether I should be in order in dis-
cussing on this motion-that is the question
of the land to he set apart in the south-
western district.

-Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member would
lie quite in order in discussing that.

Hon- P. COLLIER: I do not know
whether I should be quite in order; but it is
an important question. It is well known
that there are widely different opinions re-
garding the land towards Nornalup.

lion. W. L. Thomas (Honorary Minister)
interjected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have heard the
Honorary Minister was eloquent in this
Chamber-

Eton. W. D. Johnson: On the Labour
p~latforml.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have heard the
Honorary Mlinister eloquently explaining
the possibiltiies of the South-West. I may
here remark that the Honorary Minister in
his present position may be able to do some-
thing towards developing the resources of
the South-West, and unless he makes good
in this respect, I am afraid hoe will not make
good with the electors later on. Every phase
of this repatriation question is of the utmost
importance to the people of the State. I do
think it is desirable, as has been suggested
by the member for Coolgardie (Mir. Lam-
bert) that the Government should nominate
one Minister who might, in addition to his
other titles, he designated the 'Minister for
Repatriation. As has been pointed out by
the member for Coolgardie, one does not at
present know who is the particular 'Minister
concerned in this question. One has first to
go to the Minister for Industries in order to
reach a certain point with regard to the land
settlement scheme; then one has to go to the
Minister for Lands, and thus backwards and
forwards from one to the other. It might
aid those interested in this question if one
Minister were specially named as being re-
sponsible for' assisting those seeking to go
on to the land. I realise that the Common-
wealth Government are taking up this mat-
ter in theory. We have had men coming back
from the war for the last two years and yet
to-day nothing has been done except that we
have reached the stage in the Common wealth
Parliament that a Bill was introduced 1aot
week; but we have not yet had the details
of that Bill. The Bill, however, will be a
tangible starting point, and it is to be hoped
that we sha not much longer have the spec-
tacle of men maimed and crippled drifting
about the streets of the cities in an endea-
vour to find suitable occupation.

Mr. TROY (Mft. Magnet) [8.24]: it has
already been pointed out that not many of
our returned soldiers will, in the future, be
engaged on the land. The majonrty will
take up the occupation which they left be-
fore going to the war. It might possibly be
an advantage to have one Minister control-
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liug all the operations of our returned sol-
diers, but it is doubtful for the reason that
sonmc will he engaged on the land, some in
other occupations. To my mind the ques-
tion of2 repatriation is essentially the fuac-
tion. of the Mlinister for Industries. All the
returned soldiers will be engaged in one or
other of our industries and I hope that
largely they will be engaged in industries
that will lead to increased production. If
a new Minister is to be appointed, I hope
lie will have a good knowledge of his work.
I realise that we in Australia must give
every assistance possible to the returned
soldier, to compensate him for the sacrifices
he has made; but I urge here that the
State Parliament should not be too ready
to accept a responsibility which is properly
the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Parliament and not of the State. The State
is hard up, and is not in a position to ac-
cept responsibility, be it ever so willing.
The Federal Government should accept the
responsibility of finding the necessary
money end of assisting returned soldiers
into occupations. To my wind it would be
unwise of the State Parliament to seek re-
sponsibility not properly belonging to it.
The Commonwealth Parliament has oppor-
tunities for obtaining revenue and has
powers of taxation and powers of customs
which the State has not got. I think, it
would be wirong to insist upon the State
accepting full responsibility in the matter
of repatriation. That responsibility be-
longs to the Commonwealth Government.
There is no use in our making promises we
eannot fulfil, and I am not going to do so.
it has been the curse of this Parliament
during the past 10 years. Men have been
told that if they will but go on the land
they will he given this or that, and we have
one Minister vicing with another in seeing
how much hie could promise. There is a
feeling in the minds. of some lion. members
that a majority of the returned soldiers will
go on the land. I am satisfied they -will not.
t am satisfied that those who followed min-
ing will go back to mining, except in the
case of a few who will probably have an
inclination to seek a more settled form of
life and to secure a more permanent borne
than is possible on the goldfields. But when
the soldier has settled on the land his

troubles are only beginning. I Can See
numerous difficulties. I have no intention
of discussing fully what the policy of the-
Government should be in regard to the,
South-Wfest; but if the Government pro-
poses to send men down to the heavily tim-
bered areas of the South-West country,.
then there is going to be a huge exodus of
returned soldiers later on. We shall have
a worse experience than we had in the ease
of the wheat belt, because the difficulties
will be greater. The man who goes on the
land in this or any other country must have
great perseverance and considerable deter-
mination and grit; otherwise he cannot pull
through. The functions of this Government
will come only when the man is on the land,
because it will be years before he is able to-
make good, and this Government will hav-e
to carry him aUl the time. The Common-
wealth Government, once the returned sol-
dier is off their hands, will wash their hands.
of further responsibility. I am convinced
that there is a necessity for a Minister, not
only to attend to the welfare of the rep atri-
ated soldiers when repatriated, but also to.
promote the welfare of those already en-
gaged in industries. The present Govern-
ment put it forward that they were out for
increased production, that by increasing
production they are going to maintain and
develop the prosperity of the country. But
may I say that the urgent work for any
Government now and for any Minister Con-
trolling the repatriation of soldiers, is to
take from off the back of the producer that
burden which is now preventing production
in Western Australia, and in Australia too'
There is no question about it. So far as the
producer here is concerned-and the re-
turned soldiers will be in the same position
when they go on the land-the merchants
of this country in the large towns are abso-
lutely crushing the life out of the producer.
They are taking nine-tenths, of the produc-
tion from the producer before he gets a re-
turn at all. And no country can survive
where that state of affairs exists, and no
country has a right to put any man on the
land until that state of affairs baa been re-
moved. I hope I may he permitted to give
one instance. To-day all our energies are
directed towards producing as much food-
stuff as we possibly can. The Government
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reduced the railway freights on superphos-
phate, and imm ediately the superphosphate
companies raised the price of their product.
Machinery and machinery parts have risen
in price 200 per cent. To-day I made in-
quiry regarding bags for storing wheat in
this country, and I found those bags would
cost me 10s. per dozen on rail at Fremantle,
whereas I know for a fact that those same
bags are purchased for 7s. Id. per dozen by
the merchants of thle country. In Heaven's
name, how can any producer operate under
those conditions? And while members of
Parliament are talking about assisting pro-
duction, they are neglecting, and shutting
their eyes to. those very essential things in
this country which are proving a hardship
to the settler already on the land and will
also prove the greatest possible haordship to
the successful settlement of the soldier. Mly
view is, create a -Minister by all means, and
let him be the Minister for Industries, and
let this Parliament tackle seriously the prob-
lem of the person already on the land, with
the object of making his position so pros-
perous and so successful that -when the Sol-
dier conies back lie will see a well-to-do
neigbour alongside him, a man who can
assist him andi encourage him. And no
Government can do that unless they remove
from thle producer of this country the in-
cubus which I think is sifling production-
the large merchants in the city. There is
no getting away from that: it is an abso-
lute fact. If a producer goes to the mer-
chant in thle city, the merchant wants cash
and war profit also. If the producer goes
to any business man, the business man wants
his cash and war profit as well. The pro-
ducer must wait 12 months or two years,
and pay heavy rates of interest in order to
ci-ry on his operations. That sort of thing
cannot continue in this country. 'While that
state of affairs exists we cannot settle sol-
diers on the land successfully, and are not
justified in asking them to go on the land.
I object to glowing promises being held out
to soldiers here in Western Australia. Let
the Government get to work and remove the
burdens from the people who are already
carrying on our industries; let the Govern-
ment tackle the problem seriously; and,
when the soldier comes back to Western
Australia, let the Federal Government take

the responsibility of finding the money,
while we find the land and the occupation.
And, when we put the soldier into the occu-
pation, let us give him a fair opportunity.
That is our business in this country, and no
proposition of this or any similar character
will receive my support unless I find a Gov-
ernment prepared to take the matter up
seriously and to operate it on the lines I
have indicated. I smypathise with the
mover's intention; but, as I have already
said, let us compel thle Commonwealth Gay-
ernuient to accept their responsibility, let
us insist that they shall accept it. We have
too many burdens here. We have no pos-
sible hope, without the assistance of their
Federal Government, of fulfilling any pro-
mnises made. Let the Federal Government
accept the responsibility; let *us compel
them to accept it; and then let the State
Government act in the best interests of the
people of thin country by increasing pro-
duction and by removing the obstacles,
which I have referred to this evening,
standing in the way of production.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson-Canning) [8.34]:- I have lis-
tened with much interest to the -membher for
Mfount M-agnet (Mr. Troy) making a speech
for the first time on the floor of the House.
It was a good and thioughtful speech, and
manny of thle points mnade by the hion. mnem-
ber are well worthy of the serious consid-
eration of all of us. The question of bus-
iness interference with farmers can be
largely got over by the formation of farm-
ers' co-operative societies, which have al-
ready been inaugurated to some extent in
the country districts. In my opinion, co-
operation is going to be a very successful
institution amiong time farmers of Western
Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The merchants tried
to squash the farmners' co-operative soce-
tics.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The co-
operative societies will be strong enough to
hold themselves up; and, if they cannot
do it themselves, other people will
hold them up. I quite agee with'the mnem-
her for Mount Magn~et in his remarks about
the South-West, and I may say that the
present Government have no intention of
pluinging the soldiers who may come here
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seeking to he repatriated in WVestern Aus-
tralis, into the uncharted and unsurveyed
lands of the South-West. Before those
lands can ever be operated, they must be
properly examined, surveyed, and classified,
and facilities for transport must be pro-
vided, and generally the lands must be
placed in such a condition that a settler on
them, instead of having to battle unaided
against Nature, will have all those aids to
development which the Government can
afford. Ally views on this subject are pro-
bably well known; and they are the views,
I' know, too of the Premier and Minister
for Lands. No harm, therefore, will come
upon any soldiers who may be settled under
such conditions. There are, of course, ait
the present time lands in the South-West
quite fit for occupation by soldiers; but the
subjug-ation of the forests by soldiers
placed on the land is a policy I will never
support. The motion really asks for some-
thing that is to he designated "the Minister
for Repatriation." Our difficulty, as I think
hon. members will realise, is one of not
knowing exactly or definitely what the
Comonwealth Government are going to do.
I hare had, in ray hand for the first time
this afternoon the draft Bill on this sub-
ject introduced into the Senate, and I have
barely had time to read it. It was referred
to by the Premier in the course of this de-
bate. However, all hon. members have had
hefore them the telegraphed report of Sen-
ator Millen's speech, which contains one
phrase that, although it does not actually
appear in the Bill, appears there by infer-
ence. Senator Millen makes the matter
quite positive by the remark in his speech-

.Land settlement is left to the States.
The Bill seems to deal generally with the
metlsodls of getting the returned soldier
settled into the industries of the country. It
does not refer to settling him on the hand.
Therefore, I think the Minister's explana-
tory speech shows conclusively that land set-
tlement is left to the States. As bon. mem-
bers know, it will be part of the policy of
the Government to co-operate to the fullest
extent with the Commonwealth Government,
not only in settling soldiers on the land, bit
in settling them in every possible industry
that they may wish to take Part in here,
Thnt is one of the first functions of thle

present Governmwent. Now, the Common-
wealth Government, as the Premier lies said,
will he instituting in Western Australia
and in each of the other States a board for
this purpose. The Act does not just say
who is to be represented on that board.
Those details will came along later, I sup-
pose. But a board will be established here.

Mr. Lamhert: 1 hope the Government will
see that our party is represented on it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Various
conferences have taken place between the
Ministers for Lands of the various States
on this subject, and the Premiers' confer-
ences have urged that representation should
he given to all sections of the community,
and particularly to returned soldiers, on
those boards; and I have no doubt the Corn-
mionwealth Government wvill give effect to
those wishes in the constitution of the hoards
which they appoint. I am hardly in a posi-
tion to criticise that matter until we know
definitely that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are going to form a hoard in
W~estern Australia, and that the board
is to consist of certain individuals.
It will be the duty of this Government,
of course, to co-operate -with the hoard
in the settlement of the soldiers. But our
own duty, the duty of Western Australia
pure and simple, and one which we must
discharge to the best of our ability, is the
settlement of the soldier on the land. Then
wve come to the crux of the motion-who is
to take charge of that? We have two or
three, possibly four, Government depart-
ments involved. As the Premier has said,
first of all he, as Minister for Lands, pro-
vides the land. It might be said that then
hie is the proper Mtinister to take charge
of the whole matter. That would he so,
possibly, if the matter ended there, and the
Lands Department had the money to deal
furthter with the soldier and earny him right
along, granting the necessary advances to
make his farm a successful one. But in
Western Australia our system is a little dif-
ferent. The Lands Department find the
land, survey it, provide it, and classify it.
Then, if the soldier wants money, that
money is provided through either the Agri-
euJtural Bank or the Industries Assistance
Board.
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Hon. W1. C. Angwin: What about the
amount from the Commonwealth?9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That will
come along;i but again we are tied for the
moment by the Premiers' conference, one
of the resolutions of which was that each
of the States was to expend through its or-
dinary channels the money so provided by
the Commonwealth, expend it through Agri-
cultural Departments or Industries Assist-
ance Boards.. If the Lands Department
have the function of finding the land, the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries As-
sistance Board make the necessary ad-
vances; and I always hold-I think it is a
right principle--that time 1reople who make
the advances should have the control of the
expenditure. If one department controls
the expenditure while another finds the
money. there is immediate possibility of
friction. And it does not end there. In
the case of our South-Western lands, to
which the member for Aft. Magnet referred,
there will be questions of drainage and irri-
gation cropping up. Those questions, un-
der our present form of administration,
come under the Waler Supply Department.
In every case, too, we have the further
complication of -yet another department
coming, in, since the houses which will re-
quire to be erected and the work which witi
need to be done on soldiers' settlements will
presumably fall within the purview of thle
Department of Public Works. At all
events, in connection with a proper standL-
ard of plans and specifications, and the
method and building which should be
adopted, the Works Department have al-
readyv taken considerable trouble. I am
only showing the activities of at least four
departments of our State which will be
called into play in connection with this land
settlement scheme, and I almost think the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) is
right in that at thle present time we cannot
select any particular Minister and say to
hint " You are to have charge of this
scheme." We cannot do this, because cer-
lain functions of a deportment -will overlap
others, but it is the duty of this or any
other Government which may be in power,
to see that everything it is possible to do is
done to'give the best we hare to thle soldiers.
I. am also inclined to agree with the hon.

niember's motion in this way: that one per-
son having control is much more likely to
gitve satisfaction than three or four persons
who may be called upon to help from time
to lime. At the present time, however, it
is a little premature to think of forming a
scme and saying which~ particular Minis-
ter or department shall exercise control nod
be responsible to Parliament for carrying
out that scheme. Just now there are four
Ministers resp~onsible. The House will
shortly be in possess ion of the scheme of
the Government in relation to returned
soldiers. As a matter of fact thant scheme
is ready now, and the Premier will present
it to Parliament shortl y. Ron. members
will then have an opportunity of perusing
it and they will be in a better p~osition to
jundge. Even then, when they are aware
of the fll details of the scheme it would
still be premature to affirm the principle
laid dowvn or to come to any settled con-
clusion in regard to it. It is only after
the matter has been thoroughly thought
out. and the scheme subjected to the criti-
cisin of the House, and of members, and] the
jpcoplc of Western Austialia generally, that
we will gradually focus those schemes into
Such a path that will lead safely to the
successful settlement of our returned men.
Therefore, to try and mould anything in this
or that way at the present timie is not right.
Let each of LIs bring all the talents 'ye pos-
sess into Play' in the direction of building up
and n]ot hbrenaking down, and by carefully
building uip and] hy criticism, we shall help
the sceme along so that when Western
Australia eventually has launched on her
soldier settlement scheme, she may, in res-
pect to that scheme, occupy that proud
L)osition she does in respect to her other
soldier settlement schemes on the frontiers
of France.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle)L [.O]:
This matter has been discussed on more than
one occasion hy members of the House on
different motions having relation to thle
same subject, and on each occasion someone
has empha'ised the point that the matter
-was one'rather for the Federal Government
than for the State Government to deal
with,. I 'have always contended that
this is a matter for both Commonwealth and
State 'and that the obligation rests on both
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to do the best that can possibly be done for
the men %rho have returned and who will
return.

Ron. IV. C. Angwin: You have brought
it forward twice and on each occasion you
were told that it was premature.

Mr. CARPENTER: I n a sense, that is
correct. I should say that the need for the
big scheme will not arise until the in begin
to come back in large numbers. They are
dribbling back now, mostly maimed,
wounded, imnd broken men, who have to be
found occu ')ations as soon as they become
fit to work. The greater duty, however, will
devolve upon us all when the war is over
and when the men come back by thou-
sands. Where we are dealing now with
twos and threes and tens, wve shall then have
to deal with hundreds and thousands, and I
take it that what the Federal Government
have in view in passing the Bill now before
the Commonwealth Parliament and prepar-
ing the scheme they are engaged upon, is to
cope with the large number of men when
they come back after the wvar. It has been
said to-night that nothing has been done for
the men who have returned here. 'May I
say that is hardly correct. Perhaps all that
could have been done has not yet been done,
but I am bound to say that the State War
Council, as the only public body so far
charged with this duty, has done good work,
not so much perhaps in creating as in find-
ing occupations for returned soldiers who
have been seeking them. They have placed
a very large number of these men in dif-
ferent occupations, but while they have done
that and deserve thanks for having done so,
we are just beginning to realise that they are
putting returned soldiers into any vacancy
that may arise in existing industries, and to
that extent preventing other men who are
not soldiers from finding work in those par-
ticular occupations. One result is that we
find upon our streets to-day an increasing
number of men, and particularly elderly
men, who tell us that they cannot find work
because wherever they go the employers say
"Yes, we have a job here, but 'we must give
it to a returned soldier." I am hound to
say that so far as I hav-e met these men
they have, as a rule, borne this kind of
thing without complaint. They recognise
that is a fair thing, but we have to bear in

mind that we cannot accept as final or satis-
factory any scheme which simply puts the
returned soldier into an existing vacancy
and keeps somebody else out of wvork. The
State War Council has filled a gap, if I may
say so, between the present and the future
which we hope and believe will be provided
for by the bigger preparations now being
made by the Federal Government, and I
think we must give due credit also to our
employers generally -who have responded to
the call made by this House, and by the
patriotic support of the people that -wher-
ever there is a vacancy and wh~ere they ad-
vertise for a man, they shall make it known
that they will give preference to a returned
soldier. That has been done and is being
done, and some hundreds of men who have
come back have taken up their formner occu-
pations and filled positions, the duties of
which they were able to discharge. These
returned men have also settled down to work
in a way that it has been gratifying to see.
We do hear complaints that mna cannot get
suitable work, and one of the difficulties will
be to deal with those men who followed par-
ticular avocations, and for which they are
now no longer fitted owing perhaps to the
loss of a limb or some injury received at the
war. We shall possibly have to create some
newv industries of a light character so that
these men may be placed at work, though
not with the idea that they shall produce
goods to be sold in competition with other
goods in the ordinary way. I understand
that the Returned Soldiers' Association have
been discussing this aspect of the question,
and they want to know what is to be done
with the men who are able and willing to
work, yet who are unable to go into a work-
shop and turn out the same quantity of
work that another man in full health and
strength would do. I would suggest to the
State War Council that they should make
some preparation for a scheme by which
they would ask the men who control our
present industries, or a body like the Cham-
ber of Manufactures, to find places for
those men who cannot any longer go into a
workshop in the ordinary way. One speaker
has stated that nothing has been done in
the direction of assisting returned men from
an educational point of view. That is hardly
correct, because the State Education De-
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partment, through its technical school at
Fremantle some monthis ago, opened a class
for returned soldiers at which they could
learn bookkeeping, type-writing, and work
-of that character, and it is gratifying to
know that a good number of soldiers are at
present receiving instruction at that school.
That brings me to the matter that I dis-
,cussed here before, and that is the larger
question of settling returned soldiers upon
the land in some way, whether for wheat-
growing or sheep farming, or even timber
cutting or any of the ordinary outdoor occu-
pations. It has been said that compara-
tively few men who come back have had ex-
perience as farmers. But are we going to
,confine the settlement upon the land to those
mnen. who have had previous experience of
farming? If so, then we are not going to
fulfil the obligations resting upon us. There
-will be a number of men who, before they
enlisted followed indoor occupations, and
the outdoor life they have been leading will
have given them a distaste for an indoor
-occupation. To expect them to go back to
the workshop or office wilt be like expecting
them to go back to a prison. I have myself
conversed with some of them, and they say,
"W~e do not want to go bock to office work
or to a workshop; we have been living in
open air and we do not wish to return in-
doors."

M~r. SPEAKER: I do not know that the
bon. member is entitled to discuss the sub-
ject in all its ramifications.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am only discussing
what any repatriation committee will have
to discuss.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
,order in discussing the question of whether
the matter should be under the control of a
Minister, but not in discussing the ramifica-
tions of a proposed scheme.

Mr. CMUPENTER: I have been follow-
ing where other speakers have been allowed
to tread. If I am offending it is in good
-company. I merely wish to say that who-
ever has charge should eonsider the question
of whether men who, without previous ex-
perience, have a desire to go upon the land
should not be put upon one of our State
farms, and there given the necessary train-
ing. Just as we may take a man and train
thim, to he a soldier, and take a soldier and

give imsonic trii_-i technical school
to fit him for a special trade, so
the Agricultural Department, or the
repatriation board, ought to consider the
question of training men to be farmers. We
have the Yandanooka estate, where 100 men
could be trained and given an insighit into
the details of farming; afterwards to be
drafted off to farms either as individual
farmers or into community settlements
where they may work together on co-opera-
tive lines. That is a matter some of the
soldiers themselves have been discussing.
They would like to go on the land, but they
say, "You cannot expect a man with no ex-
perience to be planted down by himself and
make a do of it; but if a dozen or 20 of
us could be Jput together, with a man to
direct us, we could work together and our
profits could be pooled." We want if pos-
sible to make the return of these men the
occasion of a big and profitable scheme of
settlement to the State. If we can induce a
large population of strong, able-bodied adult
men to go on the land and do their share in
developing our huge public estate, then we
shall be doing something not only for the
men themselves but for the State as well. I
am glad the hon. member has given the
House one more opportunity for discussing
this subject. It has been said that there has
been too much talk upon it, and no prac-
tical outcome. Those of us who have had ex-
perience of life know that when new prob-
lems are attacked there can scarcely
be too much discussion. Very often we have
entered upon problems without full discus-
sion and) knowing little of what they involve.
All the talk in this Parliament and elsewhere
will not have been too much if it produces
some scheme or schemes by which we can
say, not only to the men who wvent from
WVestern Australia, but to those from other
States, "Here are openings for You. We
have broad acres and every facility. Come
here and we will give you a chance to make
a home for yourselves." Still, I do not agree
with the motion to time extent of creating a
new department, especially in view of the
fact that the Federal Parliament is dealing
with the whole matter. I commend the lion.
member for having brought the motion for-
ward, and I suggest that, tor the timie being,
he withdraw it. It, during the next few
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months, the Federal scheme now being
hatched proves less than satisfactory, the
lion. inemtor might again bring forward his
motion, -when if he still thinks. there is neces-
sity for the creation of a new department, I
for one will look on his motion with some
sympathy. At present I do not think he has
quite made out a case for the creation of a
new department, but 1 am willing to do all
that is possible for the men who hare done
so much for its.

Hion. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.11 : I support the motion. I
think it is necessary that sonic one Minister
should be in charge of repatriation. Just
now, according to the Attorney General, it
appears to bie the work of four or five Min-
isters. The hion. member by his motion does
not intend that there should he a new de-
partnmcnt brought into existence.

Mfr. Carpenter: I-e asks for a special de-
partment.

H-on. W". C. ANGWVIN: But not a new
department. is object is that one Minister
should be held responsible, 'Under the pro-
posed system a returned soldier could go to
one office and get all the necessary informa-
tion, relying on the department to pitt him
on the proper road. At present a soldier
has to go to four or five different depart-
maents. There is overlapping. The Attorney
General pointed out that even if one par-
ticular Minister were put in control there
would still he overlapping.

Mr. Carpenter: Of conmse there would
be separate departments to deal with.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A firm like Boan's,
with an imnmense store of many'N departments,
is controlled by one manager. What is cost-
ing Western Australia thousands and thou-
sands of pounds is that the various depart-
ments fail to realise that they are carrying
on one big business.

The Attorney General: That is quite true.
Hon. W. C. AINGW] N': They spend large

sums of money fighting one another wben
they ought to be trying to assist themselves
out of any difficulty they mighit be in. That
is a fault with all the departments. The
'Works Department may want something,
hut it is under the control of the Lands De-
partment," and so the Works Department
cannot get it. Trhe same thing obtains in all
departments. if one M)-inister had control of

repatriation hie would be able to deal 'with
the various departments, and the soldier
would need to go to only one department to
get everything lie required, I was very
pleased to hear the optimistic remarks of the-
Premier in regard to the necessary money.
Thea it appears from the remarks which
have just fallen from the Attorney General
in reference to the Bill before the Federal
Parliament, and the statement by Senator
Millen, that it is the intention of the Fed-
eral Government to throw on the State the-
whole responsibility of settling the soldiers
on the land, and to find the money for this
purpose also. They intend themselves to
deal with everything else outside of land
settlement, and leave land settlement to fall
on the State alone. In that case there is just
the possibility that the half a million or so
required for the settlement of these men
may not be forthcoming. That might ac-.
count for the Colonial Treasurer being un-
able to get any reply to his letters to Mel-
bourne. It is all very well to go on sayving
that this matter is premature. It is now over
two years since our men started to return,
and nothing whatever has been done by
either the State or the Federal Parliament
for the purpose of providing for those men.
It is necessary that some Minister should
have entire control of this and should urge
on the Federal Governmnt the necessity for
making provision for these men. The respon-
sihility would then fall on the shoulders of'
one man. While it is split up among three-
or four I am afraid nothing whatever will
he done. The Honorary Minister (Hon. F.
E. S. Willmott) referred to the good work
done bY the War Council. The instance I am
about to quote might have had a very dif-
ferenit ending- had there been a Minister in
charge. One returned soldier requested that
he he set up in business again. The War
Council promptly assisted him in every way-
possible and stocked his shop for him again
that lie mnight Carry on his old line of busi-
n ess. But they did not make any inquiries.
as to whether hie had left any creditors, and'
within 4,9 hours his creditors had seized and
carried off his new stock. If a Minister had'
been in charge he would have seen that this;
mn was protected for a certain time at
least, seen to it that lie was in a position to,
carry on his little business. Bu~t when left
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to a hoard with no responsibility for the
raising of money or the payment of interest,
it is not to be expected that the sonie care
will be exercised as would have been exer-
cised in similar circumstances by a -Minister.
That is one of the reasons why I think the
Premier should pitt on the shoulders of one
Minister the responsibility of dealing with
this question.

Mr. LAM FlEET (Cool gardie-in reply)
[9.15): I will not deal with the remarks
whicht have been muade that have no bearing
,on the motion whatever. The member for
Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) said that the reso-
hinion had his sympathy, but his sympathy
is about as valuable as his irrelevant
speech. I did not desire, either, to cover the
whole of the ramifications of repatriation,
nor to discuss the merits or demerits of the
differetit schemes. The only thing- I desire
to dn is to urge that in any scheme of land
settlement which we may undertake we
should have a responsible Minister at its
head, who 'would be directly responsible to
Parliament. The Attorney General called
-attention to the fact that, the Federal Gov,-
earnment were putting through a Repatria-
tion Bill, which would create a board of
repatriation in this State. If they do create
such a board, it is absolutely necessary that
the lion, moember -representing the Govern-
nient on that board should be a Minister
directly responsible to Parliament and the
people of the State, otherwise the represen-
tation of the State would he very inade-
<pate.

The Attorney General: There would not
be oiie of our Ministers on the board.

MNtr. LAMBERT: Then who would be on
the board? Are the Government going to
allow it to be left to outside irresponsibles9

The Attorney General: They say it is
their function, and that they are taking
charge of it.

Mir. LAMBERT: Admittedly it is their
function. We own and control the lands
In this State, but in other matters it is
purely a Federal function. If we had a
Minister for repatriation he would be de-
serving of a seat on that board. I do not
suppose any man could assist a large end
-comprehensive scheme of repatriation in all
its bearings and phases so much as the
Minister who would be responsible to Par-'

hament and the people. The member for
Fremnantle (MAr. Carpenter) said that this
motion was premanture. This has been said
consistently since I hare been in the House,
hut, considering that we have nearly a tenth
of our population away, and considering
that when our mnen return they will have to
be settled in some calling or avocation, it
is nearly time the Government were seized
of their responsibilities, and niot only put
forth every effort so fatr as their own ac-
tivities in regard to land settlement are con-
cerned, but impressed upon the Federal Goy-
erment the necessity for making an early
start in some schieme. The Premier said
he wvas not opposed to the motion, and I do
not think anyone can reasonably oppose it.
The excellent speech made by the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) pretty well covered the ground.
The Honorary M1inister (H1on. F. E. S.
WUllmott) referred to the fact that the re-
patriation scheme was con trolled by three
or four Ministers. It appears to me that
it is at present necessary for a returned sol-
dier in search of information or assistance
to go through all the subterranean passagesj
of the different State departments.

The Attorney Genieral: Oh no.
Mdr. LAMBERT: I do not know if the

Honorairy Minister makes any responsible
statements, but I take it that bie made a re-
sponsible statement when he said that the
first thing that was (lone was to pass a man
over to a doctor for examination.

The Attorney General: He was only talk-
ing- of the War Council.

Mir. LAMBERT: The same thing would
nopertain if such a man was applying dir-
ect to the State, if the functions are sep-
arated in the manner in which they are.
If a man wants land he hs to apply to
the Minister for Lands, and if hie wants
money, to the Minister for Industries, and
so it goes on from one thing to another.
Possibly the next European war will be here
before the soldier will -get the assistance lie
is asking for. It is undesirable that such a
slate of thing-s shiould continuie. We should
have a 'Minis ter directly controlling such a
department who would be rcsponsible to
Panrliament, and whom we, as members,
could fire at if hie did not do his' dutyV.
Suich a Mlinister would be more likely to be
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efficient, and to give mor 'e assistance to re-
turned soldiers than would the departments
split up as they are to-day. If a returned
soldier applied to the Minister for Indus-
tries for assistance that Minister could very
wveil say that the matter was one for the
Minister for Lands and not his business,
and the Minister for Lands could say the
same thing regarding the Mvinister for
Industries if the returned soldier applied
to him. Our returned men require a Min-
ister who would give them all the informa-
tion that they are applying for, and all the
assistance that they want. They should be
able to go to that department and, before
leaving it, receive all the information there
wras to be had about repatriation of ay
description without having to go to any
other department. Such a set of machinery
would mneet with the satisfaction of the re-
turned soldiers and do a considerable
amount of good. It is dangerous to keep
on saying in this House that it is prema-
ture to bring this forward. The whiole of
the inefficiency of the British army in its
earlier stages was due to people saying,
"There is plent 'y of time to do this or that."
If the present National Ministry are de-
sirous of assisting returned soldiers, as part
of their bargain to do what they can to
win the war, they should immediately create
a departmsent from which a returned soldier
could get any information whatsoever re-
garding his future employment, and if the
Federal Government do create a board of
repatriation by enactment, the State Parlia-
nient should seek to got representation upon
it as a necessary corollary to their func-
tions of State. I hope a t all events the
Governmnent will niake the necessary repre-
sentations to that end. If the board is go-
jag to be oae of a political nature, I hope
it will not he forgotten there are other ele-
ments in the H-ouse than that of a National
character. It is not moy desire to create a
separate department, but a special depart-
ment under the direct control of a Minister.
That will not involve any additional ex-
pense. Possibly it is desirable that the
Minister for Lands should he the Minister
in question, as we shall control the land
only for the time being, buit the department
should be one which will have available for
the returned soldier or sailor all information

necessary to give to applicants, and eaeh
applicant should be told at once to what
extent he can be helped, or assisted back to
the life and industry of his country.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 9.24 p.m.
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